Congestive heart failure during imatinib mesylate treatment.
Imatinib mesylate (IM) is a very important drug in the treatment of gastrointestinal stromal tumors (GISTs) and chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML). In large clinical trials conducted until now it demonstrated a good cardiac safety profile. However during the last years many reports indicated a possible IM-induced cardiotoxicity. Here we report a case of a patient with a GIST who developed a severe and irreversible cardiac failure during IM treatment. Interestingly, she suffered from chronic renal failure, a condition that does not contraindicate treatment. Our opinion is that IM-induced cardiotoxicity could be facilitated by the presence of relevant comorbidities such as pre-existing cardiovascular disease or renal failure, commonly present in daily practice but excluded from clinical trials. Phase IV studies are needed to address the question of the real incidence of IM-induced cardiotoxicity in the general population.